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WORLD WAR ONE — 100TH ANNIVERSARY — 
ALBANY AND FREMANTLE COMMEMORATION 

Statement by Premier 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.02 am]: I rise to inform the house that in just over a week, 
Albany and Fremantle will come into the national and international spotlight when we pause to mark the 
100th anniversary of the departure of the first convoy of ships that carried the Australian Imperial Force and the 
New Zealand Expeditionary Force to the First World War. One hundred years ago, more than 40 000 men and 
women from Australia and New Zealand were about to set sail from Albany and Fremantle for the battlefields of 
the First World War. These men and women would take their place in history and become known as the Anzacs. 
Almost all Australian and New Zealand troops who departed for Egypt, and then Turkey, in 1914 left from 
Albany. The Western Australian contingent left from Fremantle after training at Blackboy Hill near Midland. 
They included the men of the 11th Battalion, which was the first battalion to be raised in Western Australia and 
among the first ashore on 25 April 1915 at Anzac Cove. For many, it would be the last time they would see 
Australia, with one-third of the men being killed during the war. The experiences encountered on those 
battlefields shaped the two young nations they left behind and have left a legacy of national characteristics, such 
as courage, dedication to duty, humour and mateship. Over the next four years, the Anzac Centenary will 
commemorate those men and women, and the eyes of the nation will shortly turn west and focus on the historic 
port cities of Albany and Fremantle. The state government has worked closely with the Western Australian 
branch of the Returned and Services League of Australia, the commonwealth government, the Cities of Albany 
and Fremantle and the Shire of Mundaring on a program of events to appropriately commemorate the departures. 
From 30 October to 2 November, we will commemorate the 100th anniversary of the departure of the first 
convoy of ships with a series of activities in Albany, Blackboy Hill and Fremantle. These events will mark the 
national launch of the Anzac Centenary, which will be commemorated between 2014 and 2018. The state 
government is funding a series of events to mark the departure, including a community event at Greenmount 
Primary School, the site of the Blackboy Hill training ground; overnight cadet bivouac; a departure service at 
Blackboy Hill; a heritage train journey from Blackboy Hill to Fremantle; and a commemorative service in 
Fremantle. Tens of thousands of visitors are expected to make the journey to Albany to experience and 
participate in events, including a troop march, a commemorative service, a symbolic departure of naval ships and 
supporting community events, including a free concert with the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. The state 
government has committed more than $9 million towards Anzac Centenary infrastructure initiatives in Albany. 
A significant component of this allocation is the upgrade to the Padre White Lookout, the Desert Mounted Corps 
Memorial on Mt Clarence and the National Anzac Centre funded by both the commonwealth and state 
governments. The National Anzac Centre will officially open on 1 November 2014 as part of the 
commemorations. 
It is envisaged that Albany will become a place of pilgrimage for people wishing to commemorate those who 
died in the First World War for many years to come. It is my sincere hope that the upcoming Albany 
commemorations will prompt our community to learn more about Australia’s military history and the courage of 
those who have served this country in times of conflict. 
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